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effects of interferon-alpha on the hematologic
profile of chronic hepatitis B virus infection.

Anemia of chronic hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection
is generally caused by an iron deficiency, but
other etiologies may be involved, especially in

patients with signs of liver cirrhosis. Until recently,
the treatment of this iron deficiency has been

ineffective. We studied the effects of interferon-
alpha (IFN-alpha) on the hematologic profile in 20
patients with chronic hepatitis B infection in four
different protocols. The i.m. administration of 100
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micrograms daily for 6 mo resulted in a significant
fall in the serum HBV DNA levels in the nine

patients who responded to treatment and in the
respective seronegative control groups. The

administration of IFN-alpha for 6 mo to anemic
patients with chronic HBV infection was
associated with the following changes: a

significant increase
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